SPEECH BY PRESIDENT NELSON MANDELA

AT THE CHIEF ALBERT LUTHULI
CENTENARY CELEBRATION

KwaDukuza, 25 April 1998

Bayede!
WenaweNdlovu!
HlangaLezwe!

Syakhuleka KwaDukuza emzini omkhulu;
WeNdlovu ethe imuka; Babeyilandd' abakwal_anga;

ibuyis inhloko yadi' anadodal

HisMgesty the King, The Mayor of KwaDukuza, Mr SiyandaMhlongo,
My brother, uMntwanawakaPhindangene, Inkos uMangosuthu Buthdezi,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am truly honoured to celebrate nation-building, freedom, peace and unity
with you, as you pay tribute to some of the greatest giantsthat even walked

on our land; Usishaka kashayeki, uNodumehlezi kaMenzi, King Shaka, Mahatma
Gandhi and Chief Albert Luthuli.

Thiscelebration takes place at a most appropriate time as we prepare to
mark the fourth anniversary of our freedom. It also takes place at an
appropriate place for it was around these hillsand valeysthat King Shaka
shaped hisidess.

ILembe el ega amanye amdembe ngokukhdipha had the foresight to understand
that there can be no lagting peace without nation-buiding, freedom and

unity. Thisyear we mark the 170th Anniversary of hisassassination by his
brothers.

Ngithanda ukubonga ubuhlakani boMkhandlu waseK haya wak waDukuza ngokuhlela

lomgubho wokujabulda " ukubunjwa kwes zwe saseNingizimu Afrika, inkululeko,
ukuthula nobumbano™ ngokuhlonipha amaghawe akithi anjengeZulu, iLembe,

uMahatma Gandhi kanye neNkos uAlbert Luthuli.

Lomgubho ufike ngesikhathi eshle lapho sgubhaimpe asonto yenkululeko.
Y enzelwe endaweni efanel e ngoba kukulamaggumanameathafa lapho iLembe leza

namacebo okubumbaiszwe, inkululeko, uxolo nobumbano. ILembe ldikwazi
kamhlophe ukuthi ngeke Iwabakhona uxolo umaiszwe singakhiwe, inkululeko

ingekho, nobumbano lungekho. Kulonyaka skhumbulaiminyakaeyikhulu
namashumi ayiskhombisa salokhu iLembe Igphangd dangesandla sabaf owabo.

Syakutusa ukuguqulwa kwegama laendawo kube iKwaDukuza njengoba Udlungwane
lukaNdaba Iwduyazi lendawo. Lokhu akusho ukuthi sesbukela phans umnikeo

owenziwe izinhlanganjengabe ungu, amaNdlya namak haadi ekuthuthukisveni
kwalelidolobha

It was a so around thisregion that Mahatma Gandhi spent so much of histime
conducting the struggle of the people of South Africa It was herethat he



taught that the destiny of the Indian Community was inseparable from that of

the oppressed African mgority. That iswhy, amongst other things, Mahatma
Gandhi risked hislifeby organisng for the treatment of Chief Bhambatha's

injured warriorsin 1906.

Thisyear marksthe centenary of the birth of one of the greatest leaders of
the freedom sruggle: a colossus and yet a foot soldier of our people, Chief

Albert Luthuli. Hismemory will last forever to us who worked with himand
followed in hisfootsteps. Thisgiant chose persecution, induding the fact

of being deposed as an elected chief by a regimethat despised everything
African and democratic. In doing so he taught us the lesson that redl
leaders must be ready to sacrifice dl for the freedom of ther people.

It was under the leadership of the Chief that we entered the fighting
fiftieswith the Defiance Campaign, the struggle against bantu education,

the Freedom Charter, the drawing together of dl freedom-loving South
Africans across theracid lineinto the Congress Alliance, the anti-pass

campaign by women in 1956, the heightened palitica ferment in both rurd
and urban areas and the launch of armed srugglein 1961.

Kulonyaka sigubhaiminyakaeykhulu selokhu kwazalwaingwazi uChief Albert
Luthuli. I9thombe sika Chief Luthuli syohldanjalo skhumbuleka
ezinggondweni zethu thina abasebenza naye nababengabaanddi bakhe. Lengwazi

eyayihlukunyezwa uhulumeni owawubukela phans zonke izinto zomuntu omyama
ngisho nokumkhiphaeskhundleni sokuba inkos ekhethiwe yesizwe samakholwa,

yasfundisa ukuthi uma ungumhali wangempe akufanele umee nomaibuphi
ubunzimaukuze iszwe skhululeke.

Sasingaphang kobuholi buka Luthuli ngeminyakayo01950 ngeskhathi sqoma

ukubhadla emgjel e kunokuthobe aimithetho yobandlululo, Slwisaimfundo
yengcindezel o, Shlanganisaabantu bezizwe ezehl ukene abathanda inkululeko

Iwesad kubiza ngeCongress Alliance, sgoke eaizimfuno zabantu kuFreedom
Charter, amakhoskazi ewisaimithetho yamapas, kukhushulwaizinga

lomzaba azo emakhaya nasemadol obheni. Sasinggphans kuka " Chief" ngeskhathi
sngenaemzaba azweni wezikhdi ngo 1961. Sasiboshwe naye uChief ngecala

okwakuthiwa el okuketula umbuso ngo 1956.

When Chief Luthuli demanded: "Let My People Go!", South Africalistened
until he became the first person on the African continent to be awarded the

Nobd Peace Prize.

The moving words he spoke on our behdf as a witnessinthe RivoniaTrid
sustained us through the prison years. As he explained our resort to armed

gruggleinthe face of the uncompromising denid of freedom for the
majority of South Africans, he evoked the vison of a peaceful, united and

just society which sustained our people through the long years of struggle.

Thisiswhat continuesto inspire usinthe new and even more difficult
srugglethat we have only just begun, as we roll up our deevesto achieve

abetter lifefor dl.



Y our Worship, the Mayor,

May | congratulate your Council for awarding Chief Albert Luthuli the
Freedom of the Town of KwaDukuza posthumoudy. In doing so you are not only

speaking for the people you represent. Y ou are saying what isinthe hearts
of our whole nation.

UChief Albert Luthuli waba umuntu wokugal a kuzwekazi |ase-Afrika

ukuklonyeisvangendondo yeNobel Peace Prize ngenxayobuholi bakhe
emzaba azweni wenkululeko noxolo.

Ngihldangibuzwa ukuthi saginiswayini idolo sSisgeleiskhathi eside
kangaka. Okusemqgoka kulokhu indldaiNkos uLuthuli asisekelangayo
ngesikhathi Ssecaleni |aseRivonia nagemuva kokugwetsha ukudilikwiwaijee.

Inkos uLuthulu yathi: "Ngenxa yokuginisaamakhanda kwabe ungu ngokungafuni
ukuhlukana nemigomo engabel a abantu abamnyama kanye nezizwe ezinye
ezicindezewe ilungdo labo lenkululeko, akekho ongagxeka amadoda afuna
ubulungiswangokuthathaizikhdi, Ngeke futhi agxekwe ngokuzama
ukugqugquzea umbutho ohlangene ukuze kuthol aka e ubulungisva”

"Ngenxayaokhu lamadoda asethunyelwe emgele iskhathi eside. Ukuboshwa
kwabo kuwukuboshwa kwamathemba okusebenzi sana kwezinhlangaezehlukne.

Kuzovelaiskhdaebuhalini esngagcwaiswainzondo nokunggubuzana

kwezinhlanga L amadoda amele ubugoho emzabd azweni wezombangazwe eNingizimu
Afrika. "LlIawo mazwi asginisaidolo emgee, kumshoshaphang, ekudingisveni
nesentanjeni imbaa Yilawomazwi asginisaidolo njengoba sfinggaimikhonto

sakha ikusasa dingcono kubantu bakithi bonke.

M phathidolobha,

Ngiyasbongaisnyathelo sokunika uChief Luthuli inkululeko yedolobha
kak waDukuza nanxa esakhothama.

Today KwaDukuza has become a place of pilgrimageas it was during the days

of King Shaka and Chief Albert Luthuli. Aswe pay tribute to these giants,
let us dways remember that there is a difference between showering praises

to King Shaka, Mahatma Gandhi and Chief Luthuli on the one hand and to
emulate them in action on the other.

What isit that we as individuasand as communities collectives are doing

to promote nation-building, freedom, peace and unity? Would any of these
great leaders have tolerated a Stuation where we dill daughter each other

amply because we differ paliticdly? Would they have dlowed enemies of
nation-building, freedom, peace and unity to divide us on racid lines? They

would never have don so, then why should we?.

Let KwaDukuza, the place if iLembe, Mahatma Ghandi, Chief Albert Luthuli and
M.B. Yengwabe a place of pilgrimage dedicated to nation-building, freedom,

peace and unity. Let it be a fountain of peace and hope.



Akukona ukulandela ezinyathe weni zel_embe, Mahatma Ghandi no Chief Albert
Luthuli ukuthi sighubeke sbulaane sodwa ngenxa yokungaboni ngeso dilodwa

kwezombangazwe. Akukona ukulandela ezinyatheweni zabo ukuvumeaizitha
sokwakhiwa kwesizwe, inkululeko, uxolo nobumbano.

Indawo yakwaDukuza okuyindawo yel_embe, Mahatma Ghandi, Chief Albert Luthuli
no M.B. Y engwa mayibe umthombo wokwakha isizwe, inkululeko, uxolo nobumbamo!
Makube indawo yoxolo nethemba!

Bayede!

WenaweNdlovu!



